
Guildford in Bloom Competition Help protect the UK's allotment sites

Guildford Borough Council has announced that
the 2015 Guildford in Bloom Competition is now
open. Guildford in Bloom is free to enter and
open to anyone who loves gardening and wants
to help make Guildford a beautiful place to live,
work and visit.

There are seven categories:

Best Front Garden
Best Allotment
Best Garden for Wildlife
Best Business in Bloom
Best Container Garden
Best Vegetable/Kitchen Garden
Best Neighbourhood Project

Getting involved is free and easy. Simply pick
one of the above categories, email your name,
contact details and category choice to

lysandra.mcculloch@guildford.gov.uk
and then prepare your garden for judging.

Alternatively, you can download an entry form
and email it or post a copy to Parks & Leisure
Services, Stoke Park, Nightingale Road,
Guildford GU1 1ER. Application forms can also
be collected from the Tourist Information Office
in Guildford High Street.

Competition details:

• The closing date is Sunday 14 June 2015
• Judging takes place between 29 June - 17

July. It is not possible to advise individual
entrants of the exact day and time of judging
(with the exception of the Vegetable/Kitchen,
Wildlife Gardens and Neighbourhood Project
Categories)

• Judges will not be available to discuss
individual entries; the judges' decision is
final

• Winners will be notified by email and invited
to attend the Awards Ceremony which takes
place on 23 September 2015

• A list of winners will be published on our
website and photographs of garden entries
may be used for marketing purposes
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Many allotments are on so-called 'Statutory
Sites' which the Local Authority can only sell if
alternative land is provided for the plotholders.
Despite this legal requirement, if there are
'exceptional circumstances' the government can
approve de-regulation of the land and permit its
sale.

This provision is increasingly being used by
Councils who want to make money by selling
allotment land for house building. According to a
recent freedom of information request, between
2007 and 2013 the government turned down
only 4 of 199 applications to close allotment
sites. In Guildford, there has been a threat to
allocate part of the land at our Aldershot Road
site for housing; hopefully, this threat is now
receding thanks to the vigilance of David Bird,
the plotholders and local residents.

For those of you who have access to the
Internet, there is an on-line petition, already
signed by over 10,000 people, asking
the government to review the criteria for
deregulation of allotments and tighten them in
favour of the protection of allotments. We urge
you to add your names to this petition, which
you can access at:

change.org/SaveOurAllotments

Additions to your plot

Many GAS tenants may like to add facilities to
their plots e.g. sheds and greenhouses, fruit
trees and, more recently, beehives and chicken
coops. We normally do not object to our tenants
adding such items, but we do like to know
about them. We have some simple regulations
concerning them, which are designed to
minimise any nuisance to neighbouring tenants,
or to future tenants of the plot.

So, if you are thinking about adding a shed, or
planting some fruit trees, please both consult
your site warden and write or email to:

secretary@guildfordallotments.org.uk
giving your plot number and site and telling us
what you want to do, including the size and
position where appropriate. We can then send
you a copy of the relevant regulations.
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